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The Good News Bible is a clear, 
easy-to-read translation of the Bible. It 
uses simple, everyday language so that as 
many people as possible can read and un-
derstand it. This has made it a very popular 
translation, selling over 150 million copies 
worldwide.

What is the Bible?
The Bible isn’t one book but a collection of 
books. These books were written at differ-
ent times by different people. They include 
many types of writing: laws, stories, history, 
poetry, short sayings and proverbs, letters, 
visions, hymns and prayers, to name but 
a few. 

One of the most important things to 
do when you start reading a different part 
of the Bible is to ask yourself what kind of 
writing you think it is. This will help you to 
understand what you are reading. 

How are the books ordered?
It is also important to remember that the 
Bible is not organised according to when 
the books were written or when the events 
in them are set. The order of the books in 
the Bible is affected by what type of book 
they are. So all the books that contain laws 
are grouped together; all the books that 
tell the history of Israel are in one place; 
the Gospels are found next to each other, 
and so are the letters. 

This can be confusing because when 
you read through the Bible, the time jumps 
around. It is worth remembering that this 
is because they are ordered by subject, not 
by historical date.

Why does the Bible have two sections?
The Bible has two main sections, known as 
‘Testaments’. This word means ‘covenant’ 
or ‘promise’ and refers to the promises 
God made to his people.

The first section, called by Christians the 
Old Testament, contains the story of God’s 

relationship with his people, now known 
as the Jews. This part of the Bible is seen 
as holy by Jews as well as by Christians and 
is known by a variety of names, including 
the Hebrew Scriptures.

The second section, the New Testament, 
tells the good news of Jesus Christ and 
what happened to Jesus’ first followers. It 
is called the New Testament to emphasise 
that it is a continuation of the story in the 
Old Testament.

Finding your way around the Bible
When the different books of the Bible 
were first written, it was very hard to find 
your way around them. There were no 
chapters, no verses and, in the Greek New 
Testament, not even any spaces between 
words. 

Over the years, people have developed 
ways of finding your way around the Bible 
more easily. 

1.	 First you need to know whether a book 
is in the Old or the New Testament, and 
which page number it starts on. For 
this, turn to the Table of Contents and 
find its page number. 

To make things easier, in this Bible 
we have produced two Tables of 
Contents, one showing the order in 
which the books appear in the Bible 
and the other in alphabetical order so 
that you can find the book title more 
easily. 

2.	 Next you need to look at the reference 
for the verse you need. References are 
always given in this order: book title, 
chapter number and verse number. 
(The chapter and verse numbers are 
separated by a full stop.) 

For example, Genesis 12.2 means 
the twelfth chapter of the book of 
Genesis and the second verse of that 
chapter. 

Welcome to the Good 
News Bible
 



In this version, the book title and 
chapter numbers are repeated at the 
top of each page so that you can find 
them more easily.

vi	 Welcome to the Good News Bible	

3.	 Once you have found the book and the 
chapter number, you can find the verse 
number that you need within that 
chapter.

23
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their ghosts will not rise,
for you have punished them and 

estroyed them.
No one remembers them any more.

 15 Lord, you have made our nation grow,
enlarging its territory on every side,
and this has brought you honour.

 16 You punished your people, Lord,
and in anguish they prayed to you.*

 17 You, Lord, have made us cry out,
as a woman in labour cries out in 

pain.
 18 We were in pain and agony,

but we gave birth to nothing.
We have won no victory for our land;

we have accomplished nothing.*

 19 *Those of our people who have died 
will live again!

Their bodies will come back to life.
All those sleeping in their graves

will wake up and sing for joy.
As the sparkling dew refreshes the 

earth,
so the Lord will revive those who 

have long been dead.

Judgement and Restoration
20 Go into your houses, my people, and 

shut the door behind you. Hide your selves 
for a little while until God's anger is over. 
21 The Lord is coming from his heavenly 
dwell ing place to punish the people of the 
earth for their sins. The murders that were 
secretly committed on the earth will be re­
vealed, and the ground will no longer hide 
those who have been killed.

27  1 *On that day the Lord will use 
his powerful and dead ly sword to 

punish Levi athan, that wrig gling, twist ing 
dragon, and to kill the monster* that lives 
in the sea.

2 On that day the Lord will say of his 
pleasant vine yard, 3 “I watch over it and 
water it continually. I guard it night and day 
so that no one will harm it. 4 I am no longer 
angry with the vine yard. If only there were 
thorns and briars to fight against, then 

26.16 Verse 16 in Hebrew is unclear.
26.18 We have won… nothing; Hebrew unclear.
27.1 levi athan… monster: Legendary monsters which 
were symbols of the nations op pressing Israel.

See also: 26.19: Dan 12.2 27.1: Job 41.1; Ps 74.14; 
104.26

I would burn them up completely. 5 But if 
the enemies of my people want my protec­
tion, let them make peace with me. Yes, let 
them make peace with me.”

6 In days to come the people of Israel, 
the descendants of Ja cob, will take root 
like a tree, and they will blossom and bud. 
The earth will be covered with the fruit they 
produce.

7 Israel has not been pun ished by the 
Lord as severely as its enemies, nor lost 
as many people. 8 The Lord pun ished his 
people by sending them into exile. He took 
them away with a  cruel wind from the 
east.* 9 But Israel's sins will be forgiven only 
when the stones of pagan altars are ground 
up like chalk, and no more incense altars or 

symbols of the goddess Ashe rah are left.
10 The fortified city lies in ruins. It is desert­

ed like an empty wil der ness. It has become 
a pasture for cattle, where they can rest and 
graze. 11 The branches of the trees are with­
ered and broken, and women gather them 
for fire wood. Because the people have 
under stood nothing, God their Creat or will 
not pity them or show them any mercy.

12 On that day, from the Eu phrates to 
the Egyptian border, the Lord will gather 
his people one by one, like someone separ­
at ing the wheat from the chaff.

13 When that day comes, a trum pet will 
be blown to call back from As syria and 
Egypt all the Israel ites who are in exile 
there. They will come and wor ship the Lord 
in Jeru salem, on his sacred hill.*

A Warning to the Northern Kingdom

28  1 The kingdom of Israel is doomed! 
Its glory is fading like the crowns of 

flowers on the heads of its drunken lead­
ers. Their proud heads are well perfumed, 

27.8 Verse 8 in Hebrew is un clear.

See also: 27.13 sacred hill: See 2.3.

Major Prophets ISAIAH 26–28 677

The fortified city lies in ruins (27.10)
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Reading a whole book at a time

If you want to read a whole book at a time, 
it is good to start with the books that are 
easier to read and move on to the more 
challenging ones later. In other words, 
don’t start with Leviticus, which is a list of 
instructions that many people struggle to 
read; start with a story that is much easier 
to understand.

1.  Start with a Gospel.

•	Mark’s Gospel is the shortest and is 
very easy to read (p. 951).

•	You could try Luke’s Gospel first 
(p. 978) and then, straight away, read 
Acts (p. 1050). Acts was also written 
by Luke and goes on to tell the story 
of how the good news of Jesus spread 
from Jerusalem to Rome.

2.  Next, try a book with a good 
story from the Old Testament.

•	Ruth (p. 249) and Jonah (p. 873) are 
both great stories and fun to read.

•	1 Samuel (p. 254) also has some 
interesting stories in it.

•	Genesis (p. 3) has some of the best-
known stories in the whole Bible.

3.  Then you might like to look at one 
of the letters in the New Testament.

•	Philippians (p. 1143), Ephesians 
(p. 1137) and Colossians (p. 1148) 

Where do I begin?
 

When you start to read the Bible it can be hard to know where to begin, and once begun, 
it can be hard to know where to go next. 

The choice of where to start depends entirely on you. You may like to read whole 
books at a time. You may like to read to understand the big picture of the message of 
the Bible. You may like to read some of the most famous stories, story by story. Or you 
may like to explore themes. Whatever you choose, there are some ideas below to help 
you get started.

are all good places to start with Paul’s 
letters. Romans (p. 1088) is the longest 
and most complicated of them all, so 
you may like to leave that until you 
have read some of his other letters.

•	Don’t just read Paul’s letters. Try 
1 Peter (p. 1190) or James (p. 1185), 
which were written by other early 
Christians.

4.  It is also good to read some 
of the prophecy and poetry 
in the Old Testament.

•	The Psalms (p. 521) have been used in 
Jewish and Christian worship for over 
2,500 years. Read some of the Psalms: 
some of the most popular are 1, 23, 
37, 40, 46, 62, 84, 117, 121 and 139.

•	The book of Isaiah (p. 656) has some 
inspiring passages. Have a look at 9.2–
7; 35.1–10; 40.1–31; 52.13—53.12 
and 61.1–11

You may notice that the laws (e.g. Levi
ticus) and the visions (e.g. Revelation) 
aren’t on this list. This is because they are 
the hardest books in the Bible to read. Do 
read them, but get used to reading some 
of the other books first, and then, when you 
are ready, turn your attention to the more 
complicated parts of the Bible.



Reading to understand 
the big picture
Running through the Bible is the message 
of God’s love for the world that he created. 
The story of the Bible is the story of how 
God tried to draw people back to him and 
mend their broken relationship. It can be 
helpful to trace this story through the Bible 
from Genesis to Revelation.

You can read the whole of this story 
through the 40 passages below. (If you 
don’t have time to read them all, just read 
numbers 1, 2, 7, 15, 20, 24, 27, 29, 30 and 
33.)

The Old Testament

1.	 The world was created by God and it 
was good: Genesis 1—2
In the beginning, God created 
the world and all living creatures, 
including human beings.

2.	 But it went wrong: Genesis 3
Adam and Eve disobeyed God and 
could no longer stay in the garden 
of Eden.

3.	 So God decided to start again: 
Genesis 6.5–22 and 8.1—9.17
God decided to flood the world and 
start again, but he saved Noah and 
Noah’s family and gave a rainbow as 
a sign that he would never flood the 
world again.

4.	 God chose a family – the family 
of Abraham – to be his people: 
Genesis 12.1–8
God called Abraham to leave his 
home and follow him, and God 
promised that he would bless 
Abraham.

5.	 God promised that Abraham’s 
family would become a great 
nation: Genesis 17.15—18.15 
God promised the elderly Abraham 
and Sarah that they would have a 
son together.

viii	 Where do I begin?�

6.	 But his family became slaves in 
Egypt: Exodus 1
Abraham’s grandson, Jacob, moved 
to Egypt with his twelve sons (one of 
whom was Joseph), but as time went 
by, their descendants became slaves 
of Pharaoh.

7.	 So God called Moses to free his 
people from slavery: Exodus 
3.1—4.13
God appeared to Moses in a burning 
bush and called him to set his people 
free.

8.	 And Moses led them out of Egypt: 
Exodus 14—15
Moses led the people out of slavery 
in Egypt. After crossing the Red Sea, 
they wandered in the wilderness.

9.	 In the wilderness, God gave 
Moses the Ten Commandments: 
Deuteronomy 5.1–22
God gave Moses the Ten 
Commandments on the top of 
Mount Sinai.

10.	 After 40 years, a new leader brought 
God’s people to the Promised Land: 
Joshua 3.1—4.7
Joshua entered the Promised Land 
with God’s people, and the twelve 
tribes settled there.

11.	 In the Promised Land, they faced 
many enemies: Judges 6—7
God raised up a number of different 
leaders to face the people’s enemies; 
one of these was Gideon, who led an 
army against the Midianites.

12.	 And so the people asked for a king 
to lead them in battle: 1 Samuel 
8.1—10.1
Despite the prophet Samuel’s 
uncertainty, God asked him to anoint 
Saul as king.

13.	 God then chose David to be king: 
1 Samuel 16
Saul could not live up to the calling 
to be king, so God chose David to be 
king instead of him.



14.	 David made Jerusalem the capital 
city: 2 Samuel 5.6—6.12
David brought the Covenant Box 
to Jerusalem and united all twelve 
tribes.

15.	 God’s people kept on turning away 
from God: Hosea 10.12—11.4
Despite God’s care for them, God’s 
people turned away from him time 
and time again.

16.	 So God became even more angry 
with them: Micah 6.1–15
God felt he had no choice but to 
punish his people for their dishonesty 
and wickedness.

17.	 When they still would not listen, 
God sent the people away into exile: 
2 Kings 24—25
The people were punished and sent 
into exile in Babylon, far away from 
the land God had given them.

18.	 But after punishment there was 
hope: Isaiah 40
God returned to his people and gave 
them comfort.

19.	 Eventually they returned from exile 
and came back home: Ezra 1
King Cyrus of Persia issued a decree 
that allowed God’s people to return 
home to Judah.

20.	 But still they hoped that God would 
come and save them: Malachi 3
Malachi promised that a messenger 
of God would come to prepare the 
way for God to be with his people. 
The people yearned for a Messiah, 
someone like David who would bring 
them hope and peace.

The New Testament

21.	 In the end, God sent his son, born as 
a baby: Matthew 1.18–25
Mary gave birth to a baby, conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, to fulfil what 
people had hoped for, for so long.

22.	 His birth was announced by angels 
and he was visited by shepherds: 
Luke 2.1–20
The angels confirmed that Jesus was 
the long-awaited Messiah whom God 
would send to save his people.

23.	 Then he was visited by wise men 
from the east: Matthew 2.1–18
The king at the time, Herod the 
Great, was terrified when he learnt 
that a rival king had been born, and 
he tried to kill Jesus.

24.	 Once Jesus was grown up, John the 
Baptist announced who he really 
was: Mark 1.1–11
John the Baptist made clear that he 
thought that Jesus was the Messiah 
– the one for whom God’s people 
had waited so long.

25.	 And Jesus began to call people 
to follow him: Mark 1.14–18 and 
2.14–17
Jesus gathered around him twelve 
people who learned from him in 
everything that he said and did.

26.	 Jesus healed people who were sick: 
Mark 5
People crowded to Jesus because he 
healed them of many different kinds 
of illnesses.

27.	 He taught people about the 
Kingdom of God and what it meant 
to follow him: Matthew 5
This part of Jesus’ teaching is taken 
from a part of the Bible that people 
call the Sermon on the Mount.

28.	 He told stories to help them 
understand how to live: Luke 
10.25–37
Jesus told many different parables 
(stories designed to teach a truth) of 
different lengths and styles.

29.	 But he upset the leaders of his day 
and they put him to death: Mark 
15.1–37
Jesus was crucified on a cross 
between two robbers.

	 Where do I begin?� ix



1. Recognise that the Bible was 
written a long time ago.
Even the newest parts of the Bible are 
about 2,000 years old. Remember this 
as you read it, and try to imagine what 
it might have been like to live when the 
books were first written. 

2. Don’t read passages entirely 
on their own; look at what 
comes before and after them.
It’s easy to take verses, or sometimes 
whole stories, out of context, by reading 
them by themselves. Try to work out where 
they fit in the bigger story or argument of 
the book. You’ll get a much better sense 
of what’s going on and what it all means.

3. Ask yourself what type of 
book you are reading.
We read different types of books differ-
ently. You would never read a list of phone 
numbers in the same way as you read a 
novel, so work out if the passage you are 
reading is poetry or prose, law or history, 
wise sayings or a vision, and then read with 
that in mind. It will make a big difference.

4. Read what’s actually there, not 
what you think might be there.
It is all too easy to assume that we know 
what a Bible story says. This is particular-
ly true for famous stories; we can think we 
know what it is about and not actually read 
it. So slow down and chew the story over. 
You’ll often find that you understand it in 
a new way.

5. Read the Bible with other people.
We all bring our own experiences and 
thoughts to the Bible. It can help, therefore, 

to ask how other people see it and read it. 
You’ll gain a sense of what other people 
think the Bible says. 

6. Don’t read the Bible from start 
to finish, as you would a novel.
The Bible is not one book; it is a library of 
books. The books are not always printed 
in time order; instead, they often jump 
around from time period to time period. As 
a result, reading them in the order they are 
printed can be confusing and unhelpful.

7. Ask questions.
Use your brain while you read. Ask ques-
tions. Explore ideas. If you really can’t 
understand something, make a note of it 
and come back later. Sometimes, return-
ing to a difficult question can help.  

8. Keep a notebook of your questions.
Make notes as you read. What inspires 
you? What confuses you? Which are your 
favourite verses? Jot them down. If you 
return to your notes later, they will re-
mind you of what you enjoyed before. 
Sometimes, when you look back at what 
confused you, it is less troubling than it was 
before.

9. Don’t worry about it.
Many people find parts of the Bible diffi-
cult to understand. It was written a long 
time ago. It comes from a different cul-
ture. If you find something difficult, move 
on. Focus on the parts you do understand 
and not the parts you don’t.

10. Do keep going.
Above all, keep going. The more you read, 
the easier it gets. 

What to bear in mind as 
you read
Throughout Christian history, people have found the Bible to be inspiring but not al-
ways easy to read. There are a few things to keep in mind, which may help you as you 
read the Bible.



Old Testament

Law 

These books set out God’s command-
ments for his people alongside the stories 
about their relationship with God.

•	 Genesis 
•	 Exodus
•	 Leviticus
•	 Numbers
•	 Deuteronomy

Historical books

These books lay out the history of God’s 
people as they settled in the Promised 
Land, began to look for a king, went into 
exile in Babylon and then returned home.

•	 Joshua
•	 Judges
•	 Ruth
•	 1 Samuel
•	 2 Samuel
•	 1 Kings
•	 2 Kings
•	 1 Chronicles
•	 2 Chronicles
•	 Ezra
•	 Nehemiah
•	 Esther

Poetic books

These books contain a range of poems, 
prayers and wise advice.

•	 Job
•	 Psalms

•	 Proverbs
•	 Ecclesiastes
•	 Song of Songs
•	 Lamentations

Major Prophets

These books contain prophecies from four 
of Israel’s prophets. They are called the 
Major Prophets because of the length of 
their books, not necessarily the importance 
of the prophets.

•	 Isaiah
•	 Jeremiah
•	 Ezekiel
•	 Daniel

Minor Prophets

These books contain prophecies from 
twelve of Israel’s prophets. They are called 
the Minor Prophets because of the length 
of their books, not necessarily the impor-
tance of the prophets.

•	 Hosea
•	 Joel
•	 Amos
•	 Obadiah
•	 Jonah
•	 Micah
•	 Nahum
•	 Habakkuk
•	 Zephaniah
•	 Haggai
•	 Zechariah
•	 Malachi

The main collections of 
books in the Bible



New Testament

Gospels

Four different accounts of the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus.

•	 Matthew
•	 Mark
•	 Luke 
•	 John

The good news spreads

The story of how the good news about 
Jesus spread from Jerusalem all the way 
to Rome.

•	 Acts

Letters

A number of letters from various key lead-
ers of the earliest Christians, especially the 
apostle Paul, addressing issues of life, God 
and faith.

•	 Romans 
•	 1 Corinthians
•	 2 Corinthians
•	 Galatians
•	 Ephesians
•	 Philippians
•	 Colossians
•	 1 Thessalonians
•	 2 Thessalonians
•	 1 Timothy
•	 2 Timothy 
•	 Titus
•	 Philemon
•	 Hebrews
•	 James
•	 1 Peter
•	 2 Peter
•	 1 John
•	 2 John
•	 3 John
•	 Jude

	 The main collections of books in the Bible� xvii

Prophecy

A vision of heaven seen by John

•	 Revelation



Timeline
It can often be difficult to date events or books of the Bible with any certainty. There is a 
lot of discussion about when the books in the Bible were written. This chart only indicates 
when the events each book describes may have been set. All dates given are very approx-
imate. Books with ? after them are hard to place and could be set either earlier or later. 

Rough date Event Books set in this period
Earliest times Creation and flood Genesis

1800 bc The call of Abraham Genesis

1250 bc The exodus from Egypt and wilderness 
wandering

Exodus; Numbers; Leviticus; 
Deuteronomy

1300 bc Entry into the Promised Land Joshua

1300–1030 bc The time of the Judges Judges

1030–1010 bc Saul is king 1 Samuel

1010–970 bc David is king 1 Samuel; 2 Samuel; 
1 Chronicles; Psalms

970–931 bc Solomon is king 1 Kings; 2 Chronicles; 
Proverbs; Song of Songs; 
Ecclesiastes ? ; Job ?

930 bc Israel splits in two and becomes Israel 
and Judah

1 and 2 Kings; 2 Chronicles; 
Hosea; Amos; Micah

722 bc Israel (the northern kingdom) is 
destroyed by Assyria

2 Kings; 2 Chronicles; 
Isaiah; Joel; Obadiah; 
Jonah; Nahum; Habakkuk; 
Zephaniah

597–586 bc Judah is defeated by Babylon and the 
exile in Babylon begins

2 Kings; 2 Chronicles; 
Jeremiah; Lamentations; 
Ezekiel; Daniel

538 bc The return from exile begins Ezra; Nehemiah; Esther; 
Haggai; Zechariah; Malachi

6 bc – ad 27 Jesus is born, lives, dies and rises again Matthew; Mark; Luke; John

ad 27 The disciples begin to spread the good 
news of Jesus to the ends of the earth

Acts

ad 40 Paul begins his missionary journeys Acts; Romans; 1 and 2 
Corinthians; Galatians; 
Ephesians; Philippi-
ans; Colossians; 1 and 2 
Thessalonians; 1 and 2 
Timothy; Titus; Philemon; 
Hebrews; James; 1 and 
2 Peter; 1, 2 and 3 John; 
Jude

The future Jesus is recognised to be king over 
everything

Revelation





Elkanah and his Family at Shiloh

1 �1 There was a  man named Elkanah, 
from the tribe of Ephraim, who lived 

in the town of Ramah in the hill country 
of Ephraim. He was the son of Jeroham 
and grandson of Elihu, and belonged to 
the family of Tohu, a part of the clan of 
Zuph. 2 Elkanah had two wives, Hannah 
and Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but 
Hannah had none. 3 Every year Elkanah 
went from Ramah to worship and offer 
sacrifices to the Lord Almighty at Shiloh, 
where Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons 
of Eli, were priests of the Lord. 4 Each time 
Elkanah offered his sacrifice, he would give 
one share of the meat to Peninnah and 
one share to each of her children. 5 And 
even though he loved Hannah very much 
he would give her only one share, because* 

1.5 And… because; or To Hannah, however, he would 
give a special share, because he loved her very much, 
even though.

the Lord had kept her from having chil-
dren. 6 Peninnah, her rival, would torment 
and humiliate her, because the Lord had 
kept her childless. 7 This went on year after 
year; whenever they went to the house of 
the Lord, Peninnah would upset Hannah 
so much that she would cry and refuse to 
eat anything. 8 Her husband Elkanah would 
ask her, “Hannah, why are you crying? Why 
won't you eat? Why are you always so sad? 
Don't I mean more to you than ten sons?”

Hannah and Eli
9-10 One day, after they had finished 

their meal in the house of the Lord at 
Shiloh, Hannah got up. She was deeply 
distressed, and she cried bitterly as she 
prayed to the Lord. Meanwhile, Eli the 
priest was sitting in his place by the door. 
11 *Hannah made a solemn promise: “Al-
mighty Lord, look at me, your servant! 

See also: 1.11: Num 6.5

 9 THE FIRST BOOK OF

SAMUEL
The arrival of the kings

What’s it about? Samuel was a great man of God, a 
prophet and judge who anointed God’s chosen 

kings. In 1 Samuel, we encounter a failed king, 
Saul, and a glorious king, David.

Who wrote it? We don’t know, but 1 Samuel, 
along with 2 Samuel, could have been written 

and collated over a period of time after the 
deaths of Samuel, Saul and David.

Why read it? This first book of Samuel 
talks about how God is king. He is greater 

than any human king; he guides his people 
and is in control. Through the soap-opera-worthy 

storylines, God’s will and power stand out.

What’s it to me? Even though God is king and is in control, things 
aren’t always rosy. David was made king by God and Samuel, but 
he didn’t take up that role straight away. 1 Samuel shows that life 
following God’s way might not be straightforward.
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See my trouble and remember me! Don't 
forget me! If you give me a son, I prom-
ise that I will dedicate him to you for his 
whole life and that he will never have his 
hair cut.”*

12 Hannah continued to pray to the Lord 
for a long time, and Eli watched her lips. 
13 She was praying silently; her lips were 
moving, but she made no sound. So Eli 
thought that she was drunk, 14 and said to 
her, “Stop making a drunken show of your
self! Stop your drinking and sober up!”

15 “No, I'm not drunk, sir,” she answered. 
“I haven't been drinking! I am desperate, 
and I have been praying, pouring out my 
troubles to the Lord. 16 Don't think I am 
a worthless woman. I have been praying 
like this because I'm so miserable.”

17 “Go in peace,” Eli said, “and may the 
God of Israel give you what you have asked 
him for.”

18 “May you always think kindly of me,” 
she replied. Then she went away, ate some 
food, and was no longer sad.

Samuel's Birth and Dedication
19 The next morning Elkanah and his 

family got up early, and after worship
ping the Lord, they went back home to 
Ramah. Elkanah had intercourse with his 
wife Hannah, and the Lord answered her 
prayer. 20 So it was that she became pre
gnant and gave birth to a son. She named 

1.11 never have his hair cut: A sign of dedication to 
the Lord (see Num 6.5).

him Samuel,* and explained, “I asked the 
Lord for him.”

21 The time came again for Elkanah and 
his family to go to Shiloh and offer to the 
Lord the yearly sacrifice and the special 
sacrifice he had promised. 22 But this time 
Hannah did not go. She told her husband, 
“As soon as the child is weaned, I will take 
him to the house of the Lord, where he will 
stay all his life.”

23 Elkanah answered, “All right, do what
ever you think best; stay at home until 
you have weaned him. And may the Lord 
make your* promise come true.” So Han
nah stayed at home and nursed her child.

24 After she had weaned him, she took 
him to Shiloh, taking along a three-year-
old bull,* ten kilogrammes of flour, and 
a leather bag full of wine. She took Samu
el, young as he was, to the house of the 
Lord at Shiloh. 25 After they had killed the 
bull, they took the child to Eli. 26 Hannah 
said to him, “Excuse me, sir. Do you remem-
ber me? I am the woman you saw standing 
here, praying to the Lord. 27 I asked him for 
this child, and he gave me what I asked for. 
28 So I am dedicating him to the Lord. As 
long as he lives, he will belong to the Lord.”

Then they* worshipped the Lord there.

Hannah's Prayer

2 �1 *Hannah prayed:
“The Lord has filled my heart with 

joy;
how happy I am because of what 

he has done!
I laugh at my enemies;

how joyful I am because God has 
helped me!

	2	 “No one is holy like the Lord;
there is none like him,
no protector like our God.

	3	 Stop your loud boasting;
silence your proud words.

For the Lord is a God who knows,
and he judges all that people do.

1.20 Samuel: This name, which in Hebrew means 
“name of God”, is here related to the Hebrew verb 
for “ask”.
1.23 Some ancient translations your; Hebrew his.
1.24 Some ancient translations a three-year-old bull; 
Hebrew three bulls.
1.28 Some ancient translations they; Hebrew he.

See also: 2.1–10: Lk 1.46–55

1 SAMUEL  1,  ​2

Stop making a drunken show of yourself! 
(1.14)
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1 Sam.

	4	 The bows of strong soldiers are 
broken,

but the weak grow strong.
	5	 The people who once were well fed

now hire themselves out to get 
food,

but the hungry are hungry no more.
The childless wife has borne seven 

children,
but the mother of many is left with 

none.
	6	 The Lord kills and restores to life;

he sends people to the world of 
the dead

and brings them back again.
	7	 He makes some poor and others rich;

he humbles some and makes 
others great.

	8	 He lifts the poor from the dust
and raises the needy from their 

misery.
He makes them companions of 

princes
and puts them in places of honour.

The foundations of the earth belong 
to the Lord;

on them he has built the world.

	9	 “He protects the lives of his faithful 
people,

but the wicked disappear in 
darkness;

a man does not triumph by his own 
strength.

	10	The Lord's enemies will be 
destroyed;

he will thunder against them from 
heaven.

The Lord will judge the whole world;
he will give power to his king,
he will make his chosen king 

victorious.”

11 Then Elkanah went back home to 
Ramah, but the boy Samuel stayed in 
Shiloh and served the Lord under the 
priest Eli.

The Sons of Eli
12 The sons of Eli were scoundrels. They 

paid no attention to the Lord 13 or to the 
regulations concerning what the priests 
could demand from the people. Instead, 
when anyone was offering a  sacrifice, 
the priest's servant would come with 

a three-pronged fork. While the meat was 
still cooking, 14 he would stick the fork into 
the cooking pot, and whatever the fork 
brought out belonged to the priest. All 
the Israelites who came to Shiloh to offer 
sacrifices were treated like this. 15 In add
ition, even before the fat was taken off and 
burnt, the priest's servant would come and 
say to the one offering the sacrifice, “Give 
me some meat for the priest to roast; he 
won't accept boiled meat from you, only 
raw meat.”

16 If the person answered, “Let us do 
what is right and burn the fat first; then 
take what you want,” the priest's servant 
would say, “No! Give it to me now! If you 
don't, I will have to take it by force!”

17 This sin of the sons of Eli was extreme-
ly serious in the Lord's sight, because they 
treated the offerings to the Lord with such 
disrespect.

Samuel at Shiloh
18 In the meantime the boy Samuel con-

tinued to serve the Lord, wearing a sacred 
linen apron. 19 Each year his mother would 
make a little robe and take it to him when 
she accompanied her husband to offer the 
yearly sacrifice. 20 Then Eli would bless El
kanah and his wife, and say to Elkanah, 
“May the Lord give you other children by 

1 SAMUEL  2

Each year his mother would make a little 
robe (2.19)



The Value of Proverbs

1 �1 *The proverbs of Solomon, son of  
David and king of Israel.

2 Here are proverbs that will help you to 
recognize wisdom and good advice, and 
understand sayings with deep meaning. 
3 They can teach you how to live intel- 
ligently and how to be honest, just, and 
fair. 4 They can make an inexperienced per-
son clever and teach young people how to 
be resourceful. 5 These proverbs can even 
add to the knowledge of the wise and give 
guidance to the educated, 6 so that they 
can understand the hidden meanings of 
proverbs and the problems that the wise 
raise.

Advice to Young People
7 *To have knowledge, you must first 

have reverence for the Lord.* Stupid  
people have no respect for wisdom and  
refuse to learn.

8 Pay attention to what your father and 
mother tell you, my child. 9 Their teaching 
will improve your character as a handsome 

1.7 To… Lord; or The most important part of know­
ledge is having reverence for the Lord.

See also: 1.1: 1 Kgs 4.32  1.7: Job 28.28; Ps 111.10; 
Prov 9.10

turban or a  necklace improves your 
appearance.

10 When sinners tempt you, my child, don't 
give in. 11 Suppose they say, “Come on; let's 
find someone to kill! Let's attack some inno-
cent people for the fun of it! 12 They may be 
alive and well when we find them, but they'll 
be dead when we're through with them! 
13 We'll find all kinds of riches and fill our 
houses with loot! 14 Come and join us, and 
we'll all share what we steal.”

15 Don't go with people like that, my 
child. Stay away from them. 16 They can't 
wait to do something bad. They're always 
ready to kill. 17 It does no good to spread 
a net when the bird you want to catch is 
watching, 18 but people like that are set-
ting a trap for themselves, a trap in which 
they will die. 19 Robbery always claims the 
life of the robber — this is what happens 
to* anyone who lives by violence.

Wisdom Calls
20 *Listen! Wisdom is calling out in the 

streets and market places, 21 calling loudly  

1.19 One ancient translation what happens to; 
Hebrew the path of.

See also: 1.20–21: Prov 8.1–3

20 THE BOOK OF

PROVERBS
The beginnings of wisdom

What’s it about? Proverbs is a collection of wise 
sayings about life, wisdom, happiness, eternity and 
more. 

Who wrote it? Much of the book is attributed to 
Solomon, with other parts linked to people called 

Agur and Lemuel.

Why read it? Not really a book of instruction, Proverbs 
opens up thoughts on how to live God’s way.

What’s it to me? Cultures change, but people remain the same, 
meet similar situations and face similar challenges. This is why the 
guidelines for a good life in Proverbs are still worth reading. 
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Proverbs

at the city gates and wherever people 
come together:

22 “Foolish people! How long do you want 
to be foolish? How long will you enjoy pour-
ing scorn on knowledge? Will you never 
learn? 23 Listen when I  reprimand you; 
I will give you good advice and share my 
knowledge with you. 24 I have been call
ing you, inviting you to come, but you 
would not listen. You paid no attention 
to me. 25 You have ignored all my advice 
and have not been willing to let me cor
rect you. 26 So when you get into trouble, 
I will laugh at you. I will mock you when ter-
ror strikes — 27 when it comes on you like 
a storm, bringing fierce winds of trouble, 
and you are in pain and misery. 28 Then 
you will call for wisdom, but I will not an
swer. You may look for me everywhere, but 
you will not find me. 29 You have never had 
any use for knowledge and have always re-
fused to obey the Lord. 30 You have never 
wanted my advice or paid any attention 
when I corrected you. 31 So then, you will 
get what you deserve, and your own ac
tions will make you sick. 32 Inexperienced 
people die because they reject wisdom. 
Stupid people are destroyed by their own 
lack of concern. 33 But whoever listens to 
me will have security. He will be safe, with 
no reason to be afraid.”

The Rewards of Wisdom

2 �1 Learn what I teach you, my child, and 
never forget what I tell you to do. 2 Lis-

ten to what is wise and try to understand it. 
3 Yes, beg for knowledge; plead for insight. 
4 Look for it as hard as you would for silver 
or some hidden treasure. 5 If you do, you 
will know what it means to fear the Lord 
and you will succeed in learning about God. 

6 It is the Lord who gives wisdom; from him 
come knowledge and understanding. 7 He 
provides help and protection for those who 
are righteous and honest. 8 He protects 
those who treat others fairly, and guards 
those who are devoted to him.

9 If you listen to me, you will know what 
is right, just, and fair. You will know what 
you should do. 10 You will become wise, 
and your knowledge will give you pleas
ure. 11 Your insight and understanding will 
protect you 12 and prevent you from doing 
the wrong thing. They will keep you away 
from people who stir up trouble by what 
they say — 13 those who have abandoned 
a righteous life to live in the darkness of sin, 
14 those who find pleasure in doing wrong 
and who enjoy senseless evil, 15 unreliable 
people who cannot be trusted.

16 You will be able to resist any immoral 
woman who tries to seduce you with her 
smooth talk, 17 who is faithless to her own 
husband and forgets her sacred vows. 18 If 
you go to her house, you are travelling the 
road to death. To go there is to approach 
the world of the dead. 19 No one who vis-
its her ever comes back. He never returns to 
the road to life. 20 So you must follow the 
example of good people and live a right-
eous life. 21 Righteous people — people 
of integrity — will live in this land of ours. 
22 But God will snatch the wicked from the 
land and pull sinners out of it like plants 
from the ground.

Advice to Young People

3 �1 Don't forget what I teach you, my 
child. Always remember what I  tell 

you to do. 2 My teaching will give you 
a long and prosperous life. 3 Never let go 
of loyalty and faithfulness. Tie them round 
your neck; write them on your heart. 4 *If 
you do this, both God and people will be 
pleased with you.

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart. 
Never rely on what you think you know. 
6 Remember the Lord in everything you 
do, and he will show you the right way. 
7 *Never let yourself think that you are 
wiser than you are; simply obey the Lord 
and refuse to do wrong. 8 If you do, it 
will be like good medicine, healing your 
wounds and easing your pains. 9 Honour 

See also: 3.4: Lk 2.52  3.7: Rom 12.16
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Listen to what is wise and try to understand 
it (2.2)



20

Eccles.
Songs
Isaiah
Jerem.
Lamen.
Ezekiel
Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habak.
Zephan.
Haggai
Zechar. 
Malachi

Proverbs

the Lord by making him an offering from 
the best of all that your land produces. 10 If 
you do, your barns will be filled with grain, 
and you will have too much wine to be able 
to store it all.

11 *When the Lord corrects you, my child, 
pay close attention and take it as a warn-
ing. 12 *The Lord corrects those he loves, as 
parents correct a child of whom they are 
proud. 13 Happy is anyone who becomes 
wise — who gains understanding. 14 There 
is more profit in it than there is in silver; it 
is worth more to you than gold. 15 Wisdom 
is more valuable than jewels; nothing you 
could want can compare with it. 16 Wis
dom offers you long life, as well as wealth 
and honour. 17 Wisdom can make your life 
pleasant and lead you safely through it. 
18 Those who become wise are happy; wis
dom will give them life.

	19	The Lord created the earth by his 
wisdom;

by his knowledge he set the sky in 
place.

	20	His wisdom caused the rivers to flow
and the clouds to give rain to the 

earth.
21 Hold on to your wisdom and insight, 

my child. Never let them get away from 
you. 22 They will provide you with life — 
a pleasant and happy life. 23 You can go 
safely on your way and never even stum
ble. 24 You will not be afraid when you go 
to bed, and you will sleep soundly through 
the night. 25 You will not have to worry 
about sudden disasters, such as come on 
the wicked like a storm. 26 The Lord will 
keep you safe. He will not let you fall into 
a trap.

27 Whenever you possibly can, do good 
to those who need it. 28 Never tell your 
neighbours to wait until tomorrow if you 
can help them now. 29 Don't plan anything 
that will hurt your neighbours; they live be
side you, trusting you. 30 Don't argue with 
others for no reason when they have never 
done you any harm. 31 Don't be jealous of 
violent people or decide to act as they do, 
32 because the Lord hates people who do 
evil, but he takes righteous people into his 
confidence. 33 The Lord puts a  curse on 
the homes of the wicked, but blesses the 

See also: 3.11: Job 5.17  3.11–12: Heb 12.5–6   
3.12: Rev 3.19

homes of the righteous. 34 *He has no use 
for conceited people, but shows favour to 
those who are humble. 35 Wise people will 
gain an honourable reputation, but stupid 
people will only add to their own disgrace.

The Benefits of Wisdom

4 �1 Listen to what your father teaches  
you, my children. Pay attention, and 

you will have understanding. 2 What I am 
teaching you is good, so remember it all. 
3 When I was only a little boy, my parents' 
only son, 4 my father would teach me. He 
would say, “Remember what I  say and  
never forget it. Do as I tell you, and you will 
live. 5 Get wisdom and insight! Do not for-
get or ignore what I say. 6 Do not abandon 
wisdom, and she will protect you; love her, 
and she will keep you safe. 7 Getting wis
dom is the most important thing you can 
do. Whatever else you get, get insight. 
8 Love wisdom, and she will make you 
great. Embrace her,* and she will bring you 
honour. 9 She will be your crowning glory.”

10 Listen to me, my child. Take serious-
ly what I am telling you, and you will live 
a  long life. 11 I have taught you wisdom 
and the right way to live. 12 Nothing will 
stand in your way if you walk wisely, and 
you will not stumble when you run. 13 Al-
ways remember what you have learnt. Your 
education is your life — guard it well. 14 Do 
not go where evil people go. Do not follow 
the example of the wicked. 15 Don't do it! 
Keep away from evil! Refuse it and go on 
your way. 16 Wicked people cannot sleep 
unless they have done something wrong. 
They lie awake unless they have hurt some-
one. 17 Wickedness and violence are like 
food and drink to them.

18 The road the righteous travel is like the 
sunrise, getting brighter and brighter until 
daylight has come. 19 The road of the wick-
ed, however, is dark as night. They fall, but 
cannot see what they have stumbled over.

20 Pay attention to what I say, my child. 
Listen to my words. 21 Never let them get 
away from you. Remember them and 
keep them in your heart. 22 They will give 
life and health to anyone who understands 
them. 23 Be careful how you think; your life 
is shaped by your thoughts. 24 Never say 

4.8 Embrace her; or Prize her highly.

See also: 3.34: Jas 4.6; 1 Pet 5.5
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1 *This is the prophecy of Obadiah — 
what the Sovereign Lord said about the 
nation of Edom.

The Lord will Punish Edom
The Lord has sent his messenger to 

the nations,
and we have heard his message:

“Get ready! Let us go to war against 
Edom!”

	2	 The Lord says to Edom,
“I will make you weak;
everyone will despise you.

	3	 Your pride has deceived you.
Your capital is a fortress of solid rock;

your home is high in the 
mountains,

and so you say to yourself,
‘Who can ever pull me down?’

	4	 Even though you make your home
as high as an eagle's nest,
so that it seems to be among the 

stars,
yet I will pull you down.

	5	 “When thieves come at night,
they take only what they want.

When people gather grapes,
they always leave a few.

But your enemies have wiped you 
out completely.

See also: 1.1–14: Is 34.5–17; 63.1–6; Jer 49.7–22; 
Ezek 25.12–14; 35.1–15; Amos 1.11–12; Mal 1.2–5

	6	 Descendants of Esau, your treasures 
have been looted.

	7	 Your allies have deceived you;
they have driven you from your 

country.
People who were at peace with you 

have now conquered you.
Those friends who ate with you 

have laid a trap for you;
they say of you, ‘Where is all that 

cleverness he had?’

	8	 “On the day I punish Edom,
I will destroy their clever men
and wipe out all their wisdom.

	9	 The fighting men of Teman will be 
terrified,

and every soldier in Edom will be 
killed.

Reasons for Edom's Punishment
	10	“Because you robbed and killed

your brothers,* the descendants 
of Jacob,

you will be destroyed and 
dishonoured for ever.

	11	You stood aside on that day
when enemies broke down their 

gates.
You were as bad as those strangers

1.10 your brothers: The Israelites were descended 
from Jacob, who was the brother of Esau, the ancestor 
of the Edomites.

31 THE BOOK OF

OBADIAH
The prophet against Edom

What’s it about? Obadiah prophesied against the people 
of Edom, because they helped Judah’s enemies.

Who wrote it? Obadiah, who may have lived in 
the sixth century bc.

Why read it? As well as the judgement on Edom, 
Obadiah tells of God’s restoration of his people.

What’s it to me? God’s promise to restore his 
people tells us much about what he is like.
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who carried off Jerusalem's wealth
and divided it among themselves.

	12	You should not have gloated
over the misfortune of your 

brothers in Judah.
You should not have been glad

on the day of their ruin.
You should not have laughed at 

them
in their distress.

	13	You should not have entered the city 
of my people

to gloat over their suffering
and to seize their riches
on the day of their disaster.

	14	You should not have stood at the 
crossroads

to catch those trying to escape.
You should not have handed them 

over to the enemy
on the day of their distress.

God will Judge the Nations
	15	“The day is near when I, the Lord,

will judge all nations.
Edom, what you have done

will be done to you.
You will get back what you have 

given.

	16	My people have drunk a bitter cup of 
punishment

on my sacred hill.*
But all the surrounding nations will 

drink
a still more bitter cup of 

punishment;
they will drink it all and vanish 

away.

The Victory of Israel
	17	 “But on Mount Zion some will 

escape,
and it will be a sacred place.

The people of Jacob will possess
the land that is theirs by right.

	18	The people of Jacob and of Joseph 
will be like fire;

they will destroy the people of Esau
as fire burns stubble.
No descendant of Esau will survive.

I, the Lord, have spoken.

	19	“People from southern Judah will 
occupy Edom;

those from the western foothills will 
capture Philistia;

Israelites will possess the territory of 
Ephraim and Samaria;

the people of Benjamin will take 
Gilead.

	20	The army of exiles from northern 
Israel

will return and conquer Phoenicia
as far north as Zarephath.

The exiles from Jerusalem who are 
in Sardis

will capture the towns of southern 
Judah.

	21	The victorious men of Jerusalem
will attack Edom and rule over it.

And the Lord himself will be King.” 

1.16 sacred hill: Mount Zion (see Zion in Word List).
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You should not have gloated (v.12)



Jonah Disobeys the Lord

1 �1 *One day the Lord spoke to Jonah 
son of Amittai. 2 He said, “Go to Nine

veh, that great city, and speak out against 
it; I am aware how wicked its people are.” 
3 Jonah, however, set out in the opposite 
direction in order to get away from the 
Lord. He went to Joppa, where he found 
a ship about to go to Spain. He paid his 
fare and went aboard with the crew to sail 
to Spain, where he would be away from the 
Lord. 4 But the Lord sent a strong wind on 
the sea, and the storm was so violent that 
the ship was in danger of breaking up. 
5 The sailors were terrified and cried out 
for help, each one to his own god. Then, 
in order to lessen the danger,* they threw 
the cargo* overboard. Meanwhile, Jonah 
had gone below and was lying in the ship's 
hold, sound asleep.

6 The captain found him there and said 
to him, “What are you doing asleep? Get 
up and pray to your god for help. Maybe 
he will feel sorry for us and spare our lives.”

1.5 lessen the danger; or lighten the ship.
1.5 cargo; or equipment.

See also: 1.1: 2 Kgs 14.25

7 The sailors said to one another, “Let's 
draw lots and find out who is to blame for 
getting us into this danger.” They did so, 
and Jonah's name was drawn. 8 So they 
said to him: “Now then, tell us! Who is to 
blame for this? What are you doing here? 
What country do you come from? What is 
your nationality?”

9 “I  am a  Hebrew,” Jonah answered. 
“I worship the Lord, the God of heaven, 
who made land and sea.” 10 Jonah went 
on to tell them that he was running away 
from the Lord.

Go to Nineveh, that great city, and speak out 
against it (1.2)

32 THE BOOK OF

JONAH
The prophet who ran away
What’s it about? Jonah was called by God to speak to the people 
of Nineveh, in the Assyrian empire. After running away and being 
swallowed by a big fish, he finally delivered God’s message.

Who wrote it? Although the book bears his 
name, we don’t know if it was Jonah who 
wrote it.

Why read it? Jonah is by far the most well-
known ‘minor prophet’, but the ending of 

the book is surprising. 

What’s it to me? Jonah was an unlikely 
prophet. He got angry with God when God 

forgave the people of Nineveh. God’s forgiveness is for everyone – 
did Jonah not like this idea?
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Jonah

The sailors were terrified, and said to him, 
“That was an awful thing to do!”* 11 The 
storm was getting worse all the time, so 
the sailors asked him, “What should we do 
to you to stop the storm?”

12 Jonah answered, “Throw me into the 
sea, and it will calm down. I know it is my 
fault that you are caught in this violent 
storm.”

13 Instead, the sailors tried to get the ship 
to shore, rowing with all their might. But 
the storm was getting worse and worse, 
and they got nowhere. 14 So they cried out 
to the Lord, “O Lord, we pray, don't pun-
ish us with death for taking this man's life! 
You, O Lord, are responsible for all this; it is 
your doing.” 15 Then they picked Jonah up 
and threw him into the sea, and it calmed 
down at once. 16 This made the sailors so 
afraid of the Lord that they offered a sac-
rifice and promised to serve him.

17 *At the Lord's command a large fish 
swallowed Jonah, and he was inside the 
fish for three days and nights.

Jonah's Prayer

2 �1 From deep inside the fish Jonah 
prayed to the Lord his God:

	2	 “In my distress, O Lord, I called to 
you,

and you answered me.
From deep in the world of the  

dead
I cried for help, and you heard me.

	3	 You threw me down into the  
depths,

1.10 and said… to do!; or and asked him, “Why did 
you have to run away like that?”

See also: 1.17: Mt 12.40

to the very bottom of the sea,
where the waters were all round 

me,
and all your mighty waves rolled 

over me.
	4	 I thought I had been banished from 

your presence
and would never see your holy 

Temple again.
	5	 The water came over me and choked 

me;
the sea covered me completely,
and seaweed was wrapped round 

my head.
	6	 I went down to the very roots of the 

mountains,
into the land whose gates lock shut 

for ever.*
But you, O Lord my God,

brought me back from the depths 
alive.

	7	 When I felt my life slipping away,
then, O Lord, I prayed to you,
and in your holy Temple you heard 

me.
	8	 Those who worship worthless idols

have abandoned their loyalty to 
you.

	9	 But I will sing praises to you;
I will offer you a sacrifice
and do what I have promised.

Salvation comes from the Lord!”
10 Then the Lord ordered the fish to spew 

Jonah up on the beach, and it did.

Jonah Obeys the Lord

3 �1 Once again the Lord spoke to Jo
nah. 2 He said, “Go to Nineveh, that 

great city, and proclaim to the people the 
message I  have given you.” 3 So Jonah 
obeyed the Lord and went to Nineveh, 
a city so large that it took three days to 
walk through it. 4 *Jonah started through 
the city, and after walking a whole day, he 
proclaimed, “In forty days Nineveh will be 
destroyed!”

5 The people of Nineveh believed God's 
message. So they decided that everyone 
should fast, and all the people, from the 
greatest to the least, put on sackcloth to 
show that they had repented.

2.6 the land whose gates lock shut for ever: 
A reference to the world of the dead (see 2.2).

See also: 3.4–5: Mt 12.41; Lk 11.32
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Throw me into the sea, and it will calm down 
(1.12)





The Ancestors of Jesus Christ 
(Lk 3.23–38)

1 �1 This is the list of the ancestors of  
Jesus Christ, a descendant of David, 

who was a descendant of Abraham.
2-6a From Abraham to King David, the fol

lowing ancestors are listed: Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Judah and his brothers; then Perez 
and Zerah (their mother was Tamar), Hez
ron, Ram, Amminadab, Nahshon, Salmon, 
Boaz (his mother was Rahab), Obed (his 
mother was Ruth), Jesse, and King David.

6b-11 *From David to the time when the 
people of Israel were taken into exile in 
Babylon, the following ancestors are listed:  

See also: 1.11: 2 Kgs 24.14–15; 2 Chr 36.10;  
Jer 27.20

David, Solomon (his mother was the 
woman who had been Uriah's wife), Reho
boam, Abijah, Asa, Jehoshaphat, Jehoram, 
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, Manas
seh, Amon, Josiah, and Jehoiachin and his 
brothers.

12-16 From the time after the exile in Baby- 
lon to the birth of Jesus, the following  
ancestors are listed: Jehoiachin, Shealtiel, 
Zerubbabel, Abiud, Eliakim, Azor, Zadok, 
Achim, Eliud, Eleazar, Matthan, Jacob, and 
Joseph, who married Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, who was called the Messiah.

17 So then, there were fourteen gen
erations from Abraham to David, and 
fourteen from David to the exile in Baby-
lon, and fourteen from then to the birth of 
the Messiah.

40 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

MATTHEW
The story of Jesus, promised by God
   What’s it about? Matthew tells his 

version of the story of Jesus, from birth to 
death and resurrection. He concentrates 

on Jesus’ work and teachings, highlighting 
that Jesus is the promised Messiah – God’s 
special saviour.

Who wrote it? Earliest known Christian 
traditions say that Matthew, also called Levi, a 

disciple of Jesus, wrote this Gospel. We do not 
know for sure.

Why read it? Matthew puts Jesus right at the 
centre of history. The Old Testament pointed 
to him, and he changed history beyond 
recognition. 

What’s it to me? Matthew records Jesus’ 
teaching alongside Jesus’ actions. We see 
Jesus practising what he preaches, giving us a 
prime example of what it means to live God’s 
way. But Jesus is much more than a good man 

who lived long ago. According to Matthew, he is the 
saviour promised by God and he will be with us until the end of 
the world (28.20).
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Matt.

The Birth of Jesus Christ 
(Lk 2.1–7)

18 *This was how the birth of Jesus Christ 
took place. His mother Mary was engaged 
to Joseph, but before they were married, 
she found out that she was going to have 
a baby by the Holy Spirit. 19 Joseph was 
a man who always did what was right, but 
he did not want to disgrace Mary publicly; 
so he made plans to break the engagement 
privately. 20 While he was thinking about 
this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream and said, “Joseph, descendant 
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary to 
be your wife. For it is by the Holy Spirit that 
she has conceived. 21 *She will have a son, 
and you will name him Jesus — because he 
will save his people from their sins.”

22 Now all this happened in order to make 
what the Lord had said through the prophet 
come true, 23 *“A virgin will become preg-
nant and have a son, and he will be called 
Immanuel” (which means, “God is with us”).

24 So when Joseph woke up, he married 
Mary, as the angel of the Lord had told 
him to do. 25 *But he had no sexual rela-
tions with her before she gave birth to her 
son. And Joseph named him Jesus.

Visitors from the East

2 �1 Jesus was born in the town of Beth
lehem in Judea, during the time when 

Herod was king. Soon afterwards, some 
men who studied the stars came from the 
east to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is 
the baby born to be the king of the Jews? 
We saw his star when it came up in the 
east, and we have come to worship him.”

3 When King Herod heard about this, he 
was very upset, and so was everyone else 
in Jerusalem. 4 He called together all the 
chief priests and the teachers of the Law 
and asked them, “Where will the Messiah 
be born?”

5 “In the town of Bethlehem in Judea,” 
they answered. “For this is what the proph-
et wrote:

	6	 *‘Bethlehem in the land of Judah,
you are by no means the least of 

the leading cities of Judah;
for from you will come a leader

who will guide my people Israel.’ ”

See also: 1.18: Lk 1.27  1.21: Lk 1.31   
1.23: Is 7.14 (LXX)  1.25: Lk 2.21  2.6: Mic 5.2

7 So Herod called the visitors from the 
east to a secret meeting and found out 
from them the exact time the star had ap
peared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem 
with these instructions: “Go and make 
a careful search for the child, and when you 
find him, let me know, so that I too may go 
and worship him.”

9-10 And so they left, and on their way 
they saw the same star they had seen in 
the east. When they saw it, how happy they 
were, what joy was theirs! It went ahead of 
them until it stopped over the place where 
the child was. 11 They went into the house, 
and when they saw the child with his  
mother Mary, they knelt down and wor
shipped him. They brought out their gifts 
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and pre
sented them to him.

12 Then they returned to their country by 
another road, since God had warned them 
in a dream not to go back to Herod.

The Escape to Egypt
13 After they had left, an angel of the 

Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph and 
said, “Herod will be looking for the child in 
order to kill him. So get up, take the child 
and his mother and escape to Egypt, and 
stay there until I tell you to leave.”

14 Joseph got up, took the child and his 
mother, and left during the night for Egypt, 
15 *where he stayed until Herod died. This 
was done to make what the Lord had said 
through the prophet come true, “I called 
my Son out of Egypt.”

The Killing of the Children
16 When Herod realized that the visitors  

from the east had tricked him, he was 

See also: 2.15: Hos 11.1
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The same star… went ahead of them 
(2.9–10)
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furious. He gave orders to kill all the boys 
in Bethlehem and its neighbourhood who 
were two years old and younger — this 
was done in accordance with what he had 
learned from the visitors about the time 
when the star had appeared.

17 In this way what the prophet Jeremiah 
had said came true:

	18	*“A sound is heard in Ramah,
the sound of bitter weeping.

Rachel is crying for her children;
she refuses to be comforted,
for they are dead.”

The Return from Egypt
19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord 

appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 
20 and said, “Get up, take the child and his 
mother, and go back to the land of Israel, 
because those who tried to kill the child are 
dead.” 21 So Joseph got up, took the child 
and his mother, and went back to Israel.

22 But when Joseph heard that Archelaus 
had succeeded his father Herod as king of 
Judea, he was afraid to go there. He was 
given more instructions in a dream, so he 
went to the province of Galilee 23 *and 
made his home in a town named Nazar-
eth. And so what the prophets had said 
came true: “He will be called a Nazarene.”

The Preaching of John the Baptist 
(Mk 1.1–8; Lk 3.1–18; Jn 1.19–28)

3 �1 At that time John the Baptist came 
to the desert of Judea and started 

preaching. 2 *“Turn away from your sins,” 
he said, “because the Kingdom of heaven 
is near!” 3 *John was the man the proph-
et Isaiah was talking about when he said:

“Someone is shouting in the desert,
‘Prepare a road for the Lord;
make a straight path for him to 

travel!’ ”
4 *John's clothes were made of camel's 

hair; he wore a leather belt round his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
5 People came to him from Jerusalem, from 
the whole province of Judea, and from all 
the country near the River Jordan. 6 They 
confessed their sins, and he baptized them 
in the Jordan.

See also: 2.18: Jer 31.15  2.23: Mk 1.24; Lk 2.39;  
Jn 1.45  3.2: Mt 4.17; Mk 1.15  3.3: Is 40.3 (LXX) 
3.4: 2 Kgs 1.8

7 *When John saw many Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming to him to be baptized, 
he said to them, “You snakes — who told 
you that you could escape from the pun-
ishment God is about to send? 8 Do those 
things that will show that you have turned 
from your sins. 9 *And don't think you can 
escape punishment by saying that Abra
ham is your ancestor. I tell you that God 
can take these stones and make descend-
ants for Abraham! 10 *The axe is ready to 
cut down the trees at the roots; every tree 
that does not bear good fruit will be cut 
down and thrown in the fire. 11 I baptize 
you with water to show that you have re-
pented, but the one who will come after 
me will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. He is much greater than I am; and I am 
not good enough even to carry his sandals. 
12 He has his winnowing shovel with him to 
thresh out all the grain. He will gather his 
wheat into his barn, but he will burn the 
chaff in a fire that never goes out.”

The Baptism of Jesus 
(Mk 1.9–11; Lk 3.21–22)

13 At that time Jesus arrived from Gali
lee and came to John at the Jordan to be 
baptized by him. 14 But John tried to make 
him change his mind. “I ought to be bap
tized by you,” John said, “and yet you have 
come to me!”

15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so 
for now. For in this way we shall do all that 
God requires.” So John agreed.

16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he 
came up out of the water. Then heaven  
was opened to him, and he saw the  
Spirit of God coming down like a dove and 
alighting on him. 17 *Then a voice said from 
heaven, “This is my own dear Son, with 
whom I am pleased.”

The Temptation of Jesus 
(Mk 1.12–13; Lk 4.1–13)

4 �1 *Then the Spirit led Jesus into the de-
sert to be tempted by the Devil. 2 After 

spending forty days and nights without 
food, Jesus was hungry. 3 Then the Devil 
came to him and said, “If you are God's 
Son, order these stones to turn into bread.”

See also: 3.7: Mt 12.34; 23.33  3.9: Jn 8.33   
3.10: Mt 7.19  3.17: Gen 22.2; Ps 2.7; Is 42.1;  
Mt 12.18; 17.5; Mk 1.11; Lk 9.35  4.1: Heb 2.18; 4.15
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1 From Paul, a  prisoner for the sake 
of Christ Jesus, and from our brother 
Timothy —

To our friend and fellow-worker Philemon, 
2 *and the church that meets in your house, 
and our sister Apphia, and our fellow- 
soldier Archippus:

3 May God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ give you grace and peace.

Philemon's Love and Faith
4 Brother Philemon, every time I pray, 

I  mention you and give thanks to my 
God. 5 For I hear of your love for all God's 
people and the faith you have in the Lord 
Jesus. 6 My prayer is that our fellowship 
with you as believers will bring about 
a  deeper understanding of every bless-
ing which we have in our life in union 
with Christ. 7 Your love, dear brother, has 
brought me great joy and much encour-
agement! You have cheered the hearts of 
all God's people.

A Request for Onesimus
8 For this reason I could be bold enough, 

as your brother in Christ, to order you to do 
what should be done. 9 But because I love 
you, I make a  request instead. I do this 
even though I am Paul, the ambassador of 
Christ Jesus, and at present also a prisoner 

See also: v.2: Col 4.17

for his sake.* 10 *So I make a request to you 
on behalf of Onesimus, who is my own son 
in Christ; for while in prison I have become 
his spiritual father. 11 At one time he was of 
no use to you, but now he is useful* both to 
you and to me.

12 I am sending him back to you now, 
and with him goes my heart. 13 I would 
like to keep him here with me, while I am 
in prison for the gospel's sake, so that he 
could help me in your place. 14 However,  
I do not want to force you to help me; rath-
er, I would like you to do it of your own free 
will. So I will not do anything unless you 
agree.

15 It may be that Onesimus was away 
from you for a short time so that you might 
have him back for all time. 16 And now he 
is not just a  slave, but much more than 
a slave: he is a dear brother in Christ. How 
much he means to me! And how much 
more he will mean to you, both as a slave 
and as a brother in the Lord!

17 So, if you think of me as your partner, 
welcome him back just as you would wel
come me. 18 If he has done you any wrong 
or owes you anything, charge it to my ac
count. 19 Here, I will write this with my own 

v.9 the ambassador of Christ Jesus, and at present 
also a prisoner for his sake; or an old man, and at 
present a prisoner for the sake of Christ Jesus.
v.11 The Greek name Onesimus means “useful”.

See also: v.10: Col 4.9

PAUL'S LETTER TO

PHILEMON
The letter of transformation
What’s it about? This is one of the few letters with an individual 
story behind it. The slave Onesimus had run away from his master, 
Philemon.

Who wrote it? Paul and Timothy are the writers. 

Why read it? This is a great testimonial about a man’s character 
and faith. We see the gospel of Jesus at work before our very eyes.

What’s it to me? Whether we’re like Paul or Onesimus, this letter 
tells us about repentance, God’s grace and standing up for others.
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Heb.
James
1 Peter
2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude
Revel.

Philem.Final Greetings
23 *Epaphras, who is in prison with me 

for the sake of Christ Jesus, sends you his 
greetings, 24 *and so do my fellow-workers 
Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke.

25 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you all. 

See also: v.23: Col 1.7, 4.12  v.24: Acts 12.12, 25, 
13.13, 15.37–39, 19.29, 27.2; Col 4.10, 14;  
2 Tim 4.10, 11

Letters	 PHILEMON  1� 1171

Welcome him back (v.17)

hand: I, Paul, will pay you back. (I should 
not have to remind you, of course, that 
you owe your very self to me.) 20 So, my  
brother, please do me this favour for the 
Lord's sake; as a brother in Christ, cheer 
me up!

21 I am sure, as I write this, that you will 
do what I ask — in fact I know that you 
will do even more. 22 At the same time, get 
a room ready for me, because I hope that 
God will answer the prayers of all of you 
and give me back to you.



God's Word through his Son

1 �1 In the past, God spoke to our an- 
cestors many times and in many ways 

through the prophets, 2 but in these last 
days he has spoken to us through his Son. 
He is the one through whom God creat-
ed the universe, the one whom God has  
chosen to possess all things at the end. 3 He 
reflects the brightness of God's glory and is 
the exact likeness of God's own being, sus-
taining the universe with his powerful word. 
After achieving forgiveness for human sins, 
he sat down in heaven at the right-hand 
side of God, the Supreme Power.

The Greatness of God's Son
4 The Son was made greater than the  

angels, just as the name that God gave 
him is greater than theirs. 5 *For God never 
said to any of his angels:

See also: 1.5: Ps 2.7; 2 Sam 7.14; 1 Chr 17.13

“You are my Son;
today I have become your Father.”

Nor did God say about any angel,
“I will be his Father,

and he will be my Son.”
6 *But when God was about to send his 
firstborn Son into the world, he said:

“All God's angels must worship him.”
7 *But about the angels God said,

“God makes his angels winds,
and his servants flames of fire.”

8 *About the Son, however, God said:
“Your kingdom, O God, will last* for 

ever and ever!
You rule over your* people with 

justice.

1.8 Your kingdom, O God, will last; or God is your 
kingdom.
1.8 your; some manuscripts have his.

See also: 1.6: Deut 32.43 (LXX)  1.7: Ps 104.4 (LXX)   
1.8–9: Ps 45.6–7

58 THE LETTER TO THE

HEBREWS
The letter about Jesus
What’s it about? The letter to the Hebrews focuses on Jesus – 
Jesus as God and man, as high priest, as the sacrifice for our sin.

Who wrote it? The writer of this letter is 
unknown. The title has led to the belief that it 

was written to a group of Jewish believers.

Why read it? The writer of the letter 
helps his readers to understand more 
about the nature of Jesus, particularly 
in supernatural terms. This is a cosmic 
picture of what God has done to bring 

his people back to him, and who 
Jesus is.

What’s it to me? The 
list of faithful people 
in Hebrews 11 reminds 

us of the history of the 
people of God, inspires us and places us at the end of that list.
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	9	 You love what is right and hate what 
is wrong.

That is why God, your God, has 
chosen you

and has given you the joy of an 
honour far greater

than he gave to your  
companions.”

10 *He also said:
“You, Lord, in the beginning created 

the earth,
and with your own hands you 

made the heavens.
	11	They will disappear, but you will 

remain;
they will all wear out like clothes.

	12	You will fold them up like a coat,
and they will be changed like 

clothes.
But you are always the same,

and your life never ends.”
13 *God never said to any of his angels:

“Sit here on my right
until I put your enemies
as a footstool under your feet.”

14 What are the angels, then? They are 
spirits who serve God and are sent by him 
to help those who are to receive salvation.

The Great Salvation

2 �1 That is why we must hold on all the 
more firmly to the truths we have 

heard, so that we will not be carried away. 
2 The message given to our ancestors by 
the angels was shown to be true, and all 
who did not follow it or obey it received 
the punishment they deserved. 3 How, 
then, shall we escape if we pay no atten-
tion to such a great salvation? The Lord 
himself first announced this salvation, and 
those who heard him proved to us that it 
is true. 4 At the same time God added his 
witness to theirs by performing all kinds 
of miracles and wonders and by distribut-
ing the gifts of the Holy Spirit according 
to his will.

The One who Leads us to Salvation
5 God has not placed the angels as rulers 

over the new world to come — the world of 
which we speak. 6 *Instead, as it is said so
mewhere in the Scriptures:

See also: 1.10–12: Ps 102.25–27 (LXX)   
1.13: Ps 110.1  2.6–8: Ps 8.4–6 (LXX)

“What are human beings, O God, 
that you should think of them;

mere human beings, that you 
should care for them?

	7	 You made them for a little while 
lower than the angels;

you crowned them with glory and 
honour,*

	 8	 and made them rulers over all 
things.”

It says that God made them “rulers over 
all things”; this clearly includes every
thing. We do not, however, see human 
beings ruling over all things now. 9 But 
we do see Jesus, who for a  little while 
was made lower than the angels, so that 
through God's grace he should die for 
everyone. We see him now crowned with 
glory and honour because of the death 
he suffered. 10 It was only right that God, 
who creates and preserves all things, 
should make Jesus perfect through suf-
fering, in order to bring many children to 
share his glory. For Jesus is the one who 
leads them to salvation.

11 He purifies people from their sins, and 
both he and those who are made pure all 
have the same Father. That is why Jesus is 
not ashamed to call them his family. 12 *He 
says to God:

“I will tell my people what you have 
done;

I will praise you in their meeting.”
13 *He also says, “I  will put my trust in 
God.” And he also says, “Here I am with 
the children that God has given me.”

14 Since the children, as he calls them, 
are people of flesh and blood, Jesus him
self became like them and shared their 
human nature. He did this so that through 
his death he might destroy the Devil, who 
has the power over death, 15 and in this 
way set free those who were slaves all their 
lives because of their fear of death. 16 *For 
it is clear that it is not the angels that he 
helps. Instead, he helps the descendants 
of Abraham. 17 This means that he had 
to become like his brothers and sisters in 
every way, in order to be their faithful and 
merciful High Priest in his service to God, 

2.7 Many manuscripts add: You made them rulers 
over everything you made (see Ps 8.6).

See also: 2.12: Ps 22.22  2.13: Is 8.17, 18   
2.16: Is 41.8–9
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Words shown in italic type have their own entry in 
this list.

Abib The first month of the Hebrew calendar. It 
runs from about mid-March to about mid-April. This 
month is also called Nisan.
Abyss The place in the depths of the earth where, ac
cording to ancient Jewish teaching, the demons were 
imprisoned until their final punishment.
Acacia A flowering tree with hard and durable wood.
Adar The twelfth month of the Hebrew calendar. It 
runs from about mid-February to about mid-March.
Agate A semi-precious stone of different colours, but 
usually white and brown.
Alabaster A  soft stone, usually of a  light creamy 
colour, from which vases and jars were made.
Aloes A sweet-smelling liquid produced from a plant. 
It was used as medicine and as a perfume.
Amen A Hebrew word which means “it is so” or “may 
it be so”. It can also be translated “certainly”, “truly”, 
or “surely”. In Revelation 3.14 it is used as a name for 
Christ.
Amethyst A semi-precious stone, usually purple or  
violet in colour.
Angel A spiritual being who acts as a messenger of 
God. Angels sometimes meet people in the Bible in 
ordinary human form, but often as brightly shining 
creatures of alarming appearance. 
Anoint To pour or rub olive oil on someone in order to 
honour him or to appoint him to some special work. 
The Israelite kings were anointed when they took 
office, and so the king could be called “the anointed 
one”. “Christ”, the Greek word for “The Anointed One”, 
is the title of the one whom God chose and appoint
ed as Saviour and Lord.
Apostle Usually one of the group of twelve men 
whom Jesus chose to be his special followers and 
helpers. It is also used in the New Testament to refer 
to Paul and other Christian workers. The word means 
“messenger”.
Areopagus A hill in Athens where the city council 
used to meet. For this reason the council itself was 
called Areopagus, even after it no longer met on the 
hill.
Artemis The Greek name of an ancient goddess of 
fertility, worshipped especially in Asia Minor.
Asherah A goddess of fertility worshipped by the 
Canaanites; her male counterpart was Baal. After the 
Hebrews invaded Canaan, many of them began wor
shipping these two gods.
Astarte A goddess of fertility and war who was wide-
ly worshipped in the ancient Near East.
Atonement, Day of The most important of Israel's 
holy days, when the High Priest would offer sacrifice 
for the sins of the people of Israel (Leviticus 16). It 
was held on the tenth day of the seventh month of 
the Hebrew calendar (about 1 October). The Jewish 
name for this day is Yom Kippur.
Baal The god of fertility worshipped by the Canaan
ites; his female counterpart was Asherah. After the 

Hebrews invaded Canaan, many of them began wor
shipping these two gods.
Baal-of-the-Covenant A name by which the god 
Baal was known by the people of Shechem.
Balsam A  tree from which sweet-smelling resin 
was obtained; the resin was used for perfume and 
medicine.
Baptise A word meaning to be submerged in water. 
Baptism is a ritual that symbolises beginning a new 
life. 
Beelzebul A New Testament name given to the Devil 
as the chief of the evil spirits.
Behemoth  A large legendary creature. Some scholars 
say it was the hippopotamus. 
Beryl A semi-precious stone, usually green or bluish 
green in colour.
Bul The eighth month of the Hebrew calendar. It runs 
from about mid-October to about mid-November.
Burnt offering A kind of sacrifice in which all the 
parts of the animal were completely burnt on the 
altar; in other sacrifices only certain parts of the ani
mal were burnt.
Calamus A sweet-smelling plant, like a reed.
Caravan A large group of people and animals travel-
ling across a desert.
Carnelian A  semi-precious stone, usually red in 
colour.
Cassia A spice made from the bark of a tree; it is very 
like cinnamon.
Chalcedony A semi-precious stone, usually milky or 
grey in colour.
Christ At first it was a title, the Greek word for the 
Hebrew “Messiah”. It means “The Anointed One”. 
Jesus was called “The Christ” because he was the one 
whom God chose and sent as Saviour and Lord.
Circumcise To cut off the foreskin of the penis. As 
a sign of God's covenant with his people Israelite 
boys were circumcised eight days after they were 
born (Genesis 17.9–14).
Concubine A  servant woman who, although not 
a wife, had sexual relations with her master. She had 
important legal rights and her master was referred to 
as her husband.
Coral A brightly-coloured stony substance found in 
the sea; it was used as jewellery.
Council The highest religious court of the Jews. 
It was made up of seventy leaders of the Jewish  
people. Its president was the High Priest.
Covenant An agreement, either between people 
or between God and a person or a group of people. 
In the Old Testament the term usually refers to the 
covenant made between God and the people of 
Israel at the time of Moses. In the New Testament, it 
refers to the agreement between God and humanity, 
guaranteed by the body and blood of Jesus (see 
Lord’s Supper).
Covenant Box A wooden chest covered with gold. 
The two stone tablets with the Ten Commandments 
written on them were kept in it. It is often called “the 
Ark of the Covenant”.
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Cumin A small plant whose seeds are crushed and 
used for seasoning foods.
David's City The part of Jerusalem which was 
captured from the Jebusites by King David. 
David’s town A name for Bethlehem, King David's 
boyhood home and the town where Jesus was born.
Dedication, Festival of A Jewish festival in which 
people remembered how Judas Maccabeus re- 
dedicated the altar in the Temple in 165 bc. The 
festival began on the 25th day of the month Kislev 
(about 10 December) and lasted eight days. The 
Jewish name for this festival is Hanukkah.
Defile To make a person unfit to worship God. Some 
foods and actions were forbidden by the Law of 
Moses. If people broke these laws they were not al
lowed into the place where they worshipped God. 
Such people could not take part in worship until they 
had gone through certain rituals.
Demon An evil spirit with the power to harm people;  
it was regarded as a messenger and servant of the 
Devil.
Dill A small plant whose stems, leaves and seeds are 
used for seasoning food.
Disciple A  person who follows and learns from 
someone else. In the New Testament the word is used 
of the followers of John the Baptist and especially of 
the followers of Jesus, particularly the twelve apostles.
Divination The attempt to discover a message from 
God or the gods by examining such things as marked 
stones or the liver of a sacrificed animal.
Dragon A beast in old legends, thought to be like 
a huge lizard. It is also called a serpent and appears 
as a  picture of the Devil (Revelation 12.3—13.4; 
20.2–3).
Elders In the Old Testament this is a name given to 
certain respected leaders of a tribe, nation, or city. 
In the New Testament three different groups are 
called elders: (1) in the Gospels the elders are im
portant Jewish religious leaders, some of whom were 
members of their highest Council; (2) in Acts 11–21 
and the Letters, the elders are Christian church officers 
who were responsible for the work of the church; (3) 
in Revelation the24 elders are part of God's court in 
heaven, perhaps as representatives of God's people.
Elul The sixth month of the Hebrew calendar. It runs 
from about mid-August to about mid-September.
Ephod A Hebrew word. Its meaning is not clear in 
a number of places. It usually refers to the piece of 
cloth worn over the shoulders by the High Priest which 
had the Urim and Thummim attached to it. In some 
places, however, it refers to something the people 
worshipped. In some other passages it seems to refer 
to an object used to foretell future events.
Epicureans Those who followed the teaching of 
Epicurus (died 270 bc), a  Greek philosopher who 
taught that happiness is the highest good in life.
Ethanim The seventh month of the Hebrew 
calendar. It runs from about mid-September to about 
mid-October; it was later called Tishri.
Ethiopia The ancient name of the extensive territory 
south of the First Cataract of the River Nile was Cush. 
This region was called Ethiopia in Graeco-Roman 
times, and included within its borders most of modern 
Sudan and some of present-day Ethiopia (Abyssinia).
Eunuch A  man who has had an operation which 
prevents him from having normal sexual relations. 
Eunuchs were often important officials in the courts 
of ancient kings, and the word may have come to be 

used of such officials, even if they had not had the 
operation.
Fast To go without food as a religious duty.
Feldspar A colourful, rather hard rock, often glassy 
in appearance.
Fellowship offerings A sacrifice offered to restore or 
keep a right relationship with God. Only a part of the 
animal was burnt on the altar; the rest was eaten by 
the worshippers or the priests.
Flax A small cultivated plant; the fibres of its stem are 
spun into thread used in making linen cloth.
Frankincense A valuable substance made from the 
sap of a certain tree, probably brought from Arabia. 
It was burnt to give a pleasant smell.
Garnet A semi-precious stone, usually red in colour.
Gazelle A  kind of deer, known for its beauty and 
gracefulness.
Gentile A person who is not a Jew.
Gospel A word meaning ‘good news’; it sums up the 
whole message of God’s activity to rescue humanity. 
Hades The Greek name used in the New Testament 
to refer to the world of the dead.
Harrow A metal frame used to break up the ground 
and level it after it has been ploughed.
Harvest Festival The Israelite festival celebrating 
the wheat harvest, held in the latter part of May, fifty 
days after Passover. The Jewish name for this festival 
is Shavuoth (the Feast of Weeks). It has also been 
called Pentecost.
Hermes The name of a Greek god who served as 
messenger of the gods.
Herod's Party A political party in New Testament 
times made up of Jews who wanted to be ruled by 
one of the family of Herod the Great rather than by 
the Roman governor.
High Priest The chief Jewish priest and president of 
their supreme Council. Once a year (on the Day of 
Atonement) he would enter the Most Holy Place in 
the Temple and offer a sacrifice for himself and for 
the sins of the people of Israel.
Hyssop A small bushy plant used in religious cere
monies to sprinkle liquids.
Idol A figure of an animal or human being, usually 
made of wood, stone or metal, and worshipped as 
a god. 
Incense Material which is burnt in order to produce 
a pleasant smell. The Israelites used it in their worship.
Israel The name given by God to Jacob, grandson 
of Abraham; it later became the name for much of 
the land that the Jewish people lived in. In the New 
Testament, ‘Israel’ is often used as a word to describe 
the Jewish people. 
Jackal A small wild animal like a fox.
Jasper A semi-precious stone of various colours. The 
jasper mentioned in the Bible was probably either 
green or clear.
Javelin A  short, light spear used by soldiers in  
ancient times.
Kislev The ninth month of the Hebrew calendar. 
It runs from about mid-November to about 
mid-December.
Lamb of God A name given to Jesus, signifying his 
role as a sacrifice that brings forgiveness of sins. 
Law The name which the Jews applied to the first five 
books of the Old Testament, also called “The Books 
of Moses”. Sometimes, however, the name is used 
in a more general way for the entire Old Testament.

1258	 Word list�




